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Summary

This report is based on the data gathered during our scientific expedition to the Gyeogryeolbi
Islands from July 29 to August 2, 1977. Being on a brief voyage by a police patrol-ship, we the
members of the social and cultural anthropological team of the expedition observed all fifteen islands
which together administratively constitute Gaeuido-77 of Geunheung-myeon, Seosan-gun, South
Chungcheong Province. Of the fifteen islands five were inhabited by people and the other ten were
uninhabited. Since Gaeuido is the most largely populated island and it is the center for social, cultural,
economic, political, and religious affairs of the islands, we mainly concentrated our study on that
island.

In order to reconstruct the history of Gaeuido, we surveyed the prehistoric archaeological sites
of shell mounds and old tombs considered to be Chinese ones and collected genealogical records
and legends related to the history of settlement. Most of the data on behavioral patterns were
obtained through observation and iaterview. To obtain quantitative data, we used various official
records of the census registration, document, and statistics.

The known history of settlement on Gaeuido is very sketchy. It appears that the name of Gaeuido
has been called in accordance with a legend that a Su-chou born Chinese designated as Ga-FEui
settled down on the island during the period of Sung dynasty (960-1279) for the first time in the
history of the island. But there is no one who has family name Ga on the island now. According
to the genealogy of the Kim family, Si-Kyong Kim and his son moved to the island from Chon-
gdo, North Kyongsang Province in the middle of the seventeenth century, and his twelfth gener-
ation descendants are living on the island and nearby regions now as a dominant kinship group.
The prehistoric remains (pieces of broken comb-pattern pottery) from shell mounds surveyed for
this study also indicate that some people had lived on the island during the early Neolithic era.

In 1977 the total number of households in the five inhabited islands was 104 and the total
populiaton was 428 people, of which 71 households 370 people were living on Gaeuido. Their
family size averages 5.5 persons ranging from one-person family to a eleven-person family. Allh-
ough the two-generation nuclear family is the predominant form in Gaeuido, the proportion of the

three-generation extended joint family is still large in comparison with that of other Korean rural

or urban families. The islanders’ kinship consciousness is relatively weak. Even though there
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are three dominant kinship groups on the island, they have neither a permanent partilineal kinship
organization nor collective prorerty in the form of ancestral estates. Available marriage network
data indicate that of 98 wives on the island, 28 were native Gaeuido islanders and the remaining
70 came from outside the island, especially from coastal fishing villages. It is also indicated
that of the 37 women born on the island, 11 were married within the island territory while the
remaining 26 were married outside the island.

The main subsistence activities of the islanders are farming, cattle breeding, seaweed and shellfsh
collecting, and fishing. The average size of the households, land holdings is about 960 pyong
which is much smaller than that of the average Korean farming village. On the small pieces of
slope land, they intensively grow various mixed crops such as barley, garlic, sweet potatoes, and
vegetables for seed-oil and home consumption. Cattles are raised for side income rather than for
use as work-animals for cultivation. The islanders have never used animal plough but have used
only such primitive farming ejuipments as #fabi(human power digging tool) and hoes. Unlike other
Korean fishing communities, seaweed is collected by male divers rather than women divers in Gae-
uido, but sea shellfish are collected by women. Although fishing techniques vary according to the
species of fish, the main techniques practiced in Gaeuido are angling and drift net fishing.

Even though there is a Christian church on Gaeuido, it has not penetrated into the islanders’
belief system except school children and a few women. The only belief and ritual system which
involves the entire island is that of the sanjedang (a shrine for the god of a mountain) where
the island communal rite, sanje (a ceremony for the god of a mountain), is performed on the
third day of the twelfth lunar month every year. In theory all the islanders participate in the
communal rite, but the actual ceremony is carried out by functionaries of the rite who are selected
on the basis of two major criteria: their ritual cleanliness and horoscopic fitness. When prepara-
tions are made for the ceremony, a childbirth within the village is tabooed because of its unclea-
nness. Thus at the point of childbirth early in the twelfth lunar month a pregnant woman has

to leave the village and go to a specially prepard maternity hut, {tummak, where delibery takes

place while the rite is proceeding.

Finally in considering the conservation of physical and natural environment, we would like to
make some suggestions for more effective strategies on the basis of our findings from the exped-
ition to the Gyeogryeolbi Islands. First of all, the ﬁmdiﬁcation, alteration, and conservation of
natural enviroment should be considered in the context of human life. In order to bring about
more comprehensive and effective conservation of natural enviral environment it is suggested that
the system of natural environment including flora, fauna, soil, mineral, climate and so forth

should be considered in connection with human activities such as the explotation of natural reso-
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urces and its control, man’s perception of nature, and human adative mechanisms to environment.
Thus in planning and organizing policies, programs, and research projects for the conservation
of natural environment, it is recommended that we must not only consider natural sciences
themselves dealing with natural phenomena, but also humanities and social sciences dealing with

human life and social phenomena.
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