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Summary

This report is based on the data gathered during our scientific expedition to the isolated
islands off Geojedo island on the South Coast of Korean Peninsula from 18 to 23 in July, 1978.
Being on a brief voyage by a police patrolship, we the members of the social and cultural
anthropological team of the expedition observed all ten islands which administratively belong to
Hansan-myeon and Yokji-myeon of Tongyeonggun, and to Dongbu-myeon of Geoje-gun, South
Gyeongsang Province.

For the reconstruction of the history of the islands we collected genealogical records and
legends related to the history of settlement. Most of the data on behavioral patterens were
obtained through observation and interview. To obtain quantitative data, we used various official
records of the census registration, documents, and statistics.

Many written documents reveal the remains of prehistoric and historic times of Korea discovered
on the above islands. According to the legendary data we gathered, the first settlers of Bijindo
island settled down there on the island four hundred years ago. Genealogical data, however,
indicate that the history of the settlement of the island goes back no farther than one hundred
years.

The total number of households on Bijindo in 1978 was 174 and the total population was 975
people of which 490 were male and 485 were female according to the official record of the census

registration. In this report we analyzed the composition and migration of the population residing
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on the islands surveyed. The results show that more than 80 percent of the total Bijindo
population were native islanders. Available marriage network data indicate that of the 64 women
born on a coastal island (Bijindo), 5 were married within the island territory. While on an
isolated island (Maemuldo) 8 of 29 native women were married within the island territory.

The main subsistence activities of the islanders are farming, seaweed collecting, and fishing.
On the small pieces of slope land they intensively grow various mixed crops such as barley,
corn, sweet potatoes, and vegetables for home consumption and garlic for sale. While around the
coastal islands there are many oyster culturing farms, there are many natural seaweed coilecting
grounds around the isolated islands. The most common fishing methods are angling with a hook
and line, long line fishing, and dragnet fishing near the shore of the islands. For these types of
fishing, all that was required were small wooden boats with a sail and oars and a two-to-four-
man crew. Therefore, these fishing activities are carried out by the related fishermen from a
single household or by two-to-three households working cooperately.

The most popular belief and ritual system which involves the whole islanders is that of Tongje
(a ceremony for the village god), which is performed on the last day of the Year at Tang (a
shrine for the village god). In theory all the islanders participate in Tongje, but the actual
ceremony.is carried out by the special functionaries of the rite who are nominated or selected on
the basis of their ritual cleanliness. When preparations are made for the ceremony childbirth and

death within the village are tabooed because of their uncleanliness.
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Summary

This report is based on the data gathered during our scientific expedition to the isolated
islands off Geojedo island on the South Coast of Korean Peninsula from 18 to 23 in July, 1978.
Being on a brief voyage by a police patrolship, we the members of the social and cultural
anthropological team of the expedition observed all ten islands which administratively belong to
Hansan-myeor and Yokji-myeon of Tongyeonggun, and to Dongbu-myeon of Geoje-gun, South
Gyeongsang Province.

For the reconstruction of the history of the islands we collected genealogical records and
legends related to the history of settlement. Most of the data on behavioral patterens were
obtained through observation and interview. To obtain quantitative data, we used various official
records of the census registration, documents, and statistics.

Many written documents reveal the remains of prehistoric and historic times of Korea discovered
on the above islands. According to the legendary data we gathered, the first settlers of Bijindo
island settled down there on the island four hundred years ago. Genealogical data, however,
indicate that the history of the settlement of the island goes back no farther than one hundred
years.

The total number of households on Bijindo in 1978 was 174 and the total population was 975
people of which 490 were male and 485 were female according to the official record of the census

registration. In this report we analyzed the composition and migration of the population residing
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on the islands surveyed. The results show that more than 80 percent of the total Bijindo
population were native islanders. Available marriage network data indicate that of the 64 women
born on a coastal island (Bijindo), 5 were married within the island territory. While on an
isolated island (Maemuldo) 8 of 29 native women were married within the island territory.

The main subsistence activities of the islanders are farming, seaweed collecting, and fishing.
On the small pieces of slope land they intensively grow various mixed crops such as barley,
corn, sweet potatoes, and vegetables for home consumption and garlic for sale. While around the
coastal islands there are many oyster culturing farms, there are many natural seaweed coilecting
grounds around the isolated islands. The most common fishing methods are angling with a hook
and line, long line fishing, and dragnet fishing near the shore of the islands. For these types of
fishing, all that was required were small wooden boats with a sail and cars and a two-to-four-
man crew. Therefore, these fishing activities are carried out by the related fishermen from a
single household or by two-to-three households working cooperately.

The most popular belief and ritual system which involves the whole islanders is that of Tongje
(a ceremony for the village god), which is performed on the last day of the Year at Tang (a
shrine for the village god). In theory all the islanders participate in 7Tongje, but the actual
ceremony‘is carried out by the special functionaries of the rite who are nominated or selected on
the basis of their ritual cleanliness. When preparations are made for the ceremony childbirth and

death within the village are tabooed because of their uncleanliness.
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