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Abstract

This report is based on the data gathered during our anthropological éxpedition to
Bigeum, Docho, Ui and Chilbal islands on the South-west Coast of Korean Peninsula
from 18 to 23 in July. Making a brief voyage by official ship of Sinan-Gun we, the
members of the social and cultural research team, observed four islands which admin-
istratively belong to Bigeum-myeon and Docho-myeon of Sinan-Gun, South Jeonra
Province of Korea. Most of the data on the behavior Pattern of natives xlyvere obtained
through direct observation and interview. For the purpose of obtaining quantative
data, we used various offical records of the census registration, doc;;uments, and
statistics. !

As the peculiar aspects of natural environment in research areas it is; pointed out
that these islands are the places where geographical modification has |greatly been
made by natural and a::t1f1c1a1 forces. Natural forces not only changed Iots of small
or large islands into blG‘ one, but also devided one big island into two or more islands.
Until now these islands are being changed by artificial force as we } found that
Patseom, small island within Bigeum-myeon, had been connected xlzvith Bigeum
islands by the efforts of the inhabitants in 1978. ‘

In order to reconstruct the history of these areas, we collected material remains
such as broken pieces of potteries, aged monuments, legends and - other tales
related to history. We couldn’t get the written documents showing the exact historical
times related to the settlement and so should grope for only legendary dgta and other

material remains to describe the history of these areas. According to tjnese data Ui
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island is thought to have been the first habitat of four islands surveyed that the
settlers had chosen as the basis of their life,. but we could not say definitely the
exact time when such event had happened without getting the written historical
records. Exceptionally Bigeum island has been preserving the monument for the first
settler on which the date of the first settlement and name of the settler were defin-
itely inscribed.

The total number of households and the' population in each island was observed to
grasp the present status of the islands. The population of Bigeum, Docho and Ui
islands showed 15,143, 13,371 and 1,203 persons respectively in the official record
of the census resistration. In this report we analyzed the composition and migration
of the population residing on the islands surveyed. The result of analysis reveals
that during the last 10 years-the trend of the population of Bigeum islands has been
toward the decrease of the average 322 persons each year. The trends of the other
two islands’ population were similar to that of Bigeum.

For the analysis of marriage network we collected marital data of 100 males and
100 females on Bigeum and Ui islands respectively. These data show that the high
proportion of village endogamy (31 men, 32 women in Ui and 8 men, 8 women in
Bigeum) in Ui island is sharply contrasted with the high percentage of village
exogamy(24 men, 18 women in Ui and 57 men, 43 women in Bigeum) in Bigeum
island. This tendancey seems to be due to that while comparatively big islands like
Bigeum contains many villages enough to do village exogamy within the island, a
small island like Ui itself is administratively composed of one village so as not to
be able to avoid villiage endogamy. It is also observed that marriage network is
closely related to the.network of the subsistence economic life to overcome the diffi- ‘
culties of isolated islands.

The main subsistence activities of the islanders are farming, fishing, seaweed
collecting and so forth. The main products are rice and such various mixed crops as
barley, corn,sweet potatoes, and vegetables for home consumption. Especially spinach
and garlic from these islands are rated high in their quality. It's coastal areas,
uninhabited islands and 27 reefs within the Uiri boundary provide islanders with
abundant marine resources. The most common fishing methods of these areas are
angling with a hook and line, long line fishing, and dragnet fishing near the shore
of the village by small wooden boats with cars or motors. To trade the marine
products various kinds of Pasi-a mobile fishing market on the sea-are opened at
Sengchi and Wonpyeong of Bigeum island.’

The most popular belief and ritual system in which the whole islanders are involved
are those of Dongje (a ceremony for the village gods). The ceremonies are performed
at Dang, a sacred place inhabited by gods and various taboos are observed there by
the villagers in connection with the shrine. Chinamri of Docho island has three kinds
of Dang; an upper shrine (Sangdang) located on the hillside behind the village, a
middle shrine (Jungdang) located within the village, and a lower shrine (Hadang)

located at the village entrance. village rites are performed on the 15th day or the
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30th day of the first lunar month by the functionaries,selected on thg basis of two

major criteria; their ritual cleanliness and horoscopic fitness. Chobun, the first
temporal burial of the dead by double burial custom has still been praj(‘:ticed all over
the research areas. This custom had been widely spreaded over the Korean peninsula
untilfifty years ago but now it has disappeaed from main land only to find it in the
south-western parts of Korea. Rare burial customs such as gutorong (a'similar burial
custom to chobun but heaping up earth instead of straw-roof to cover the coffin) and
seockdam (a burial of child corps on which stones are piled) are also still practiced.
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