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An anthropological study of Gogunsan Islands
off the West coast of Korea
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(Seoul National University)

Abstract

This report is based on the data gathered during our anthropological expedition to
the islands which belong to the Gogunsan Islands off the West coast of Korean
Peninsula from 24 to 29 in July. Making a brief voyage by the official ship of Okku-gun
and staying at the research islands, we, the member of the social and cultural research
team, observed eight islands such as Yami, Sinsi, Seonyu, Moonyeo, Bangchuk, Myeong,
Mal and Bian island which administratively belong to Mie Myeon of Okku-gun, North
Cheolla Province of Korea. Most of the behavior patterns of the natives obtained
through the direct observation and the interview with the natives. For the purpose of
obtaining quantative data, we used various official records of the census registration,
documents, statistics.

As the peculiar aspects of the natural environment in research area it can be pointed
out that since most islands are grouped within a limited boundary, the size of each island
is small to the extent that it includes only one or two small villages. Especially all the
islands are located near the mainland, and so the traditional patterns of the islanders’
life are greatly changed for recent 10 years. Inhabitants keep their livelihood on the
marine products because most lands are occupied with the mountainous area. However the
delicate composition of small islands makes Gogunsan area into a beautiful place.
From old times the finest eight scenic beauties have been talked among the natives. Of
all the islands surveyed, Seonyu island is marked for its beauty, with its fine beach
which is developed as swimming resort place and with its sublime rock mountain,
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Seonyubong and its fall.

In order to reconstruct the history of the settlement in research area we collected
material remains such as broken pieces of potteries, aged monuments, and legends,
other tales related to the history of research area. Especially we could find the rare
prehistorical remains, dolman and shell mound, respectively in Bangchuk and in Seonyu
island. However we could not get the written documents showing the exact times, and
so we should grope for history only with the legendary data and material remains.
According to these collected materials, we can trace the history of the first settlement
back to the prehistorical ages, and also we can guess that long after the first settlement
was done, the geographical change should occur. This supposition is supported not only
by the legends on the first settlers in the islands surveyed.

The total number of the household and population of each island was observed to grasp
the present status of the islands. The most and the least populous island are respectively
Seonyu island (total 820 person) and Myeong island(total 13 person) in the official record
of the census registration. Comparing the record investigated in 1974 with record
in 1980, we tried to analize the composition and migration of the population residing on
the islands surveyed. The result of analysis that during last seven years the population
trend of islands such as Sinsi, Bangchuk, Myeong and Mal has been shown toward
population decrease. Especially female population decrease is marked in most islands
surveyed.

For the analysis of marriage network we collected marrital data of 50 male and 50
female in the census register of Moonyeo, Sinsi and Mal island respectively. These
data showed that the high proportion of village endogamy in Sinsi(male 30%, female
24%) and Mal(male 24%, female 14%) island was contrasted with the low proportion
in Moonyeo(male 10%, female 10%) island. This tendancy seems to explain that
though geographical isolation enforces the village endogamy, the social law prohibiting
consanguineous marriage is mmore inflential for the resolution of selecting the partner
in marriage than the force of geographical isolation. The villages in Moonyeo island are
typical consanguieous village composed of Cheonju Lee. However we also could
observe that marriage network is closely related to the subsistance economic life to
overcome the difficulties of isolated islanders.

The main substance activities of the inhabitants are centred on the fishery such as
fishing, seaweed collecting, various kinds of plants of marine products. Only a few
family are engaging in agriculture except in comparatively large dementional islands,
Sinsi and Bian. Even in these two islands, fishery is in more prosperous condition than
agriculture. Most farm lands are neglected due to at once the high expensive wages or
lack of labor forces and to the low price of minor grains.

The most poular belief and ritual system in which the whole islanders in research
area have been involved are those of village rituals, so called, Danje. In every village
there are one or two shrines in which village rituals are celebrated for the purpose of
the welfare and security of all the villagers. The ceremonies are performed at Dang
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usually situated in the near-by mountains, a sacred place inhabited by gods, and so
various taboos to the shrine are observed by the villagers in connection with the
traditional ideas about gods. Moonyeo 2 Ku villagers have two kind of sacred mountains
which are called anterior shrine mountain, and posterior shrine mountain, and village
ritual is always celebrated in the posterior shrine on the proper day of the first lunar
month by the functionaries selected on the basis of two major criteria : their ritual
cleanliness and horoscopic fitness.

We could find Chobun, the first temporal burial of the dead by double burial custom
in Yami, Moonyeo island. This custom had been widely spreaded over the whole research
area before eight years but until now only a few are left in some islands.
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